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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


At the Special Meeting of Council on Wednesday 
last Mr. J. D. Lambert was chosen as President for 
the year. No better selection conld have been made 
at any time, but this year it is especially happy. 
for Mr. Lambert is one of the few men on the 
Council who has not expressed any very strong 
views on veterinary politics. He is not a partizau, 
he is a clear-headed, impartial man, and will have the 
entire confidence of the Council and the profession. 
His personal attributes and his official position as 
chief of the A. V. D. may be of great value to us if 
our President be required this year to go before the 
Privy Council to explain and forward our claim 
to a New Charter. That Mr. Lambert is ap- 
preciated in the highest quarte1s is made evident by 
the honour just conferred on him—the military 
U.B. This coveted distinction has been hitherto 
denied to our profession, and the Department is 
very proud that its Chief should have been the 
recipient of so distinguished an honour. 


The retiring President-—Professor McCall—has 
during his year of office earned the respect and 
esteem of every member of the Council. Perhaps 
never before has a president filled the chair with 
more tact and fairness during a term of exciting 
events. The past year has been one of constant 
agitation, and the subjects before the Council have 
led to great diversity of views and occasionally to 
some strong expression of feeling. Throughout all 
this Professor McCall maintained a quiet dignity 
and an absolute impartiality which will be ever 
remembered by those over whose deliberations he 
presided. He quits the Presidential chair with an 
enhanced reputation, with an enlarged circle of ad- 
mirers, and without a single enemy. 


The election of Vice-presidents this year is nearly 
as note-worthy as was the election of members of 
Council. Only one of the retiring men was re- 
elected—Mr. Malcolm. Three of the six are new 
men. Mr, Blakeway has been one of our representa- 
tives before, but Messrs. Frazer, Kettle, and Midgar 
introduce new blood into the body. Mr. Frank 
Wragg differs from his five colleagues in having 
been elected without reference to his political views. 
He is our Treasurer, and it was thought desirable to 
retain his services on the Council, even if he had not 
yet decided to embrace the whole reform progiamme. 

he main result of the election is that the reform 
party have now a clear working majority, and that 
‘4 new Charter containing the “three points” is 


certain to be accepted. A tolerably accurate 
analysis of the new Council, which consists of 
thirty-one individuals, is—reformers 18, neutrals 6, 
other persons 7; so that there is a majority of five 
under all circumstances, and of seventeen in most. 


At the last meeting of the Midland V.ML.S., the 
President, Mr. Malcolm, delivered an inaugural ad- 
dress which is worth careful study. He discusses 
the questi.ns bearing upon a new charter very 
thoughtfully and with some originality. We do 
not now propose to criticise his ideas but hope to 
find an early opportunity of doing so. Some of his 
suggestions are certain to meet with support at the 
Council when the new charter again comes up for 
consideration, and no time should be lost in forming 
an opinion on their merits 01 demerits. Especially 
worthy of discussion are his views on Compulsory 
pupilage, Annual registration, Fellowship without 
examination. and the proposed Change of Title. 


We publish this week the conclusion of our report of 
‘the Sewell case.” Mr. Sewell is one of three brothers 
who practice separately in London, and the action was 
brought by the R.8.P.C.A. Considering the professional 
evidence given perhaps little blame can be laid to the Society 
for taking proceedings. The Society no doubt acted upon 
the view stated by their witnesses, but whatever their 
notions and intentions the result has been simply fearful 
for Mr. Sewell. He has been caused weeks of anxiety, he 
has been injured in the eyes of his clients and the public, 
and put to an expense of many hundreds of pounds. Why 
the Society should have exerted all its power to convict 
him, why it should have employed nearly a dozen veteri- 
nary witnesses we know not. Not one practitioner in a 
hundred could have afforded to fight as Mr. Sewell has, 
and the result shows that had he been a poor man he would 
have been entirely ruined and crushed. It is a serious 
thing to face a civil action, but when the daily practice of 
our profession renders possible a criminal prosecution by a 
rich, powerful and highly trained Society, it becomes neces- 
sary for us all to undertake some cases only, with fear and 
trembling. An unfortunate accident, a professional error 
of judgement, or even a case accompanied by emaciation or 
bed-sores, only requires a spiteful neighbour to report and 
we may be hauled before a magistrate. We may be able to 
explain, we may escape conviction but the anxiety, cost and 
damage cannot be evaded. No matter how thoroughly we 
may be able to refute the charge in the eyes of our profes- 
sional colleagues we can never undo the evil effects produced 
upon the public, who probable see the case badly reported 
in their newspaper and remember nothing except that a 


charge was made. 


Veterinary Society offered 
on of a horse’s leg below the 
open to every Veterinary 
be sent might either be of 
sandnerves. There 


Some months ago the Centra! 
a prize of £5 for the best dissecti 
knee. The competition was 
Student, and the specimen to 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ARSENIC IN SPECIFIC OPHTHALMIA, 
By R. C. Irvine. F.R.C.V.S, 


I use the term “ specific’ in this connection be- 
cause it has been so used before, but 1 mean nothing 
more than that the inflammation of the eye did not 
arise from any apparent external cause. 

In March of last year 1 was desired to see a gray 
hack which had only been in town about ten days. 
Both eyes were closed, and tears were running from 
between the eyelids; when the eye could be seer 
the whole anterior surface was cloudy and the con- 
junctival membrane was much injected. Warm 
fomentation was ordered and an aperient given, but 
little benefit was derived from this treatment dur- 
ing the two days it was tried, excepting that the 
conjunctiva seemed Jess irritable and not so red as 
before. The eye itself could be better seen, and 
instead of the cloudy appearance first noticed I dis- 
covered that the cornea was not much altered, but 
the aqueous humour as seen through it seemed 
cloudy and blood stained. On enquiring if the 
horse had ever been similarly affected I was told it 
had, just about a munth previous to this attack. I 


mia and treated it with a colyria of Sulphate of 
Zine, ten grains to the ounce of water. ] also ad- 
ministered Arsenic in five grain doses daily. The 
eyes began to improve rapidly—the upper part of 
the aqueous chamber becoming clear, whilst the 
lower portion became less milky and more of a 
clouded purple tint. It seemed as though blood 
had been effused into the humour and was slowly 
gravitating to the lower part. Gradually all the 
cloudy and purply appearance of the eye disap- 
peared. and at the end of three weeks both eyes 
seemed quite normal in appearance. 

Remembering the formerattack I continued the Ar- 
senic for another furtuight, reducing the douse to three 
grains and only administering the last three doses 
on alternate days. ‘The attack commenced on the 
fifth of the month, and the coachman thought the 
previous attack was about a similar date. By way 
of anticipating a return of the disease on the fifth of 
next month I advised the administration of Arsenic 
in three grain doses to be commenced on the first 
and to be continued till the tenth. This was done 
and no return of the ophthalmia occurred. 

The horse remained under my care till the niiddle 
of August. and received daily doses of arsenic on 
the first ten days of each month. The coachman 
took away with him twelve powders, each contain- 
ing three grains of the drug. These he adminis- 
tered in September. In October he had no arsenic 
and thought it was not worth while getting any. 
No attack occurred. On November 4th both eyes 
were again affected and never quite cleared up, so 
the horse was sold and lost sight of. 

I incline to believe the arsenic really prevented 


the periodic return of the disease, and account for 
no attack recurring in October by supposing that | 


possibly sufficient arsenic remained in the system 
to exert its mysterious prophylactic action. I have 
not been able to repeat the experiment, and I know 
of no similar experience. Possibly some practi- 
tioner may be able to supply further data. 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


A special Meeting of Council was held at Red 
Lion Square on Wednesday, June 38rd to elect 
officers. for the year. The meeting was well 
attended and resulted as follows :— 

President—J. D. Lampert, U.B., P.V.S. 

Vice-Presidents— J. Matcoum. 

F. Buakeway. 
W. A. Epear, 
Wraaae. 
J. Frazer. 
B. 


Secretary and Registrar—W. A. Hrut. 
Treasurer—F. Wraaa. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES V.M.A. 


The next meeting of the Association will be heid 
at Didcot, on Friday 26th June 1891, when a paper 
will be read by Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, M.R.C.V.S. 
Blackheath, Kent. ‘An Enquiry! What has Con- 
temporary Veterinary Science done towards the ad- 
vancement of the healing art, and wherein is there 


scope for further development ?” 
H. Kipp, Hon. See. 


LINCOLNSHIRE V. M. A. 


A meeting of the abve Society will be held at the 
“ Peacock and Royal Hotel,” Bosroy, on Thursday, 
June 18th, 1891. 

The President, W. G. B. Droxryson, Esq. F.R.C.V.S 
will take the Chair at 12.30 p.m. punctually. 


AGENDA. 


Minutes of the last Meeting: Proposal of New 
Members. 
The President -will read his inaugural address, 
after which he will give a “Hypnotic Seance. 
Members are invited to exhibit any interesting 
pathological specimens. 
Dinner at 2.30 o’clock. 
James Smita, Hon. Sec. 


BORDER COUNTIES V.M.S. 


The next meeting of the Society is postponed to 


J. Armstrone, Hon. Sec. 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A meeting of the Members of the Association was held 
at the Hopmarket Hotel, Worcester, on Friday, May 
22nd, Mr. JoHn Matcoum, President, in the Chair. 
Those who also attended were :—Dr. Fleming, Messrs, 
Price, Stanley, Blakeway, Gibson, Paley, Dawes, Collett, 
Dr. Manley, .Messrs. W. Carless, — Carless, Perrins, 
Pinkett, R. H. Cartwright, J. E. Cartwright, Beddard, 
Blunt, Over, Merrick, West, Coe, Butcher, Tayler, 
Pemberton, Chambers, Green, Gold, Crowhurst, Barling, 
Jones, Wiggins, Barnes, and F. Blakeway, Treasurer. 

Visitors—Dr. Reid and Mr. T. W. Day, Sydney, New 
South Wales. 

The Secretary read letters of apology from Professors. 
Axe, Pritchard, Walley, Williams, Penberthy ; from Sir 
H. Simpson, Messrs. Greaves, Barber, Olver, Burchnall, 
Wartnaby, Trigger, Smith, Freer, T. J. Merrick, &c. 

The Hon. Secretary read the minutes of the previous 
meeting. On the motion of the PrestpEent, seconded by 
Mr. BEpparp, Mr. J. R. Green, of Alfreton, was elected 
a member; and on the motion of Mr. Bepparp, 
seconded by H. J. Dawzs, Mr. C. J. Martin, of Chester- 
field was elected. 

The PREsIDENT nominated, and Mr. Bepparp seconded 
Mr. F. B, Barurne and Mr. Cog, Junr. 

The President moved that the next meeting be held 
on the 7th August instead of the 14th, in order to avoid 
the Congress of Hygiene in London, which would inter- 
fere with them considerably. 

Mr. Bepparp seconded and the motion was carried. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 
By the President, Mr. Joun F.R.C.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN, 

In assuming the presidential chair of this Society for 
the current year, permit me to thank you most sincerely 
for the very great honour you have conferred upon me. 
When a large and powerful Association like this, num- 
bering amongst its members and associates the very 
best names in the profession, unanimously elects one of 
its number to preside, he may well feel gratified at such 
@ mark of confidence. Believe me, [ fully and justly 
appreciate the very kind spirit in which this expression 
of your esteem and good will has been conveyed, and I 
receive it with much gratification; but when I think of 
the many able men who have preceded me in this office 
and the very high standard they have established, it is 
with diffidence I accept it. Jt will be no light task to 
follow in their footsteps, but in attempting it I am en- 
couraged by the knowledge that I shall have the support 
of every member of the association. 

Our Society is generally acknowledged as one of the 
most harmoniously conducted Veterinary Societies in 
the Kingdom. _I trust it will always continue so. No 
jarring note has been struck at its meetings and no 
personality intruded in debate. We agree to differ 
without disagreeing. However, there are degrees of 
comparison in our conception of unity, as in most other 


ings. 

All of us may not fully recognise the advantages of 
an ideal unity, and some may even see danger in it. It 
may honestly be believed that a more marked divergence 
of opinion might on some occasions lend greater zest 
and interest to our proceedings. | With a body such as 
this, whose members are drawn from a wide area and 
are representative of every class in the profession, there 
need be no apprehension about a want of diversity, in- 
deed independence of judgment and freedom of thought 
are always apparent. However we may differ in 
opinion each generously and freely recognises in others 


that sincerity of purpose, honesty of intention, and in- 
— of judgment which he claims for himself. 

t is soon recognised that here we meet on a common 
platform, before a tribunal capable of estimating our 
real merits. Scientific attainments, intellectual ability, 
earnestness and sincerity of purpose are the passports to 
its appreciation. Where these exist they are freely 
recognised, and such a recognition of their possession is 
not an inadequate compensation for any fancied injustice 
or injury received in the battle for existence The elder 
members are taught to regard with far greater tolerance 
and complacency their younger struggling brethren, who 
may perchance be elbowing them for the prizes of the 
profession ; while on the other hand the younger mem- 
bers are taught to realize and respect the greater prac- 
tical experience of their elders, and in doing so, any 
little jealousy or lingering sense of injustice that may 
have been engendered is speedily dissipated. This is 
only an insignificant portion of the good work done by 
our societies, but even this alone far more than justifies 
their existence. It is no wonder they multiply, and 
their membership increases. The only wonder to me 
is that every active member of the profession is not a 
member of one or other of them. Some old men who 
have done their work may ignore them, but no young 
man who means to keep abreast of the times or in the 
van of his profession can afford to do so. Nevertheless 
we believe there are many good men who have no con- 
nection with any association, and many on the member- 
ship list who rarely attend the meetings. They are 
satisfied with the knowledge they possess, recognise no 
necessity for giving others the benefit of their ex- 
perience, and seem never to have realised that one’s own 
opinions and convictions gain infinitely in strength and 
sureness the moment another mind has approved them. 
If they did not ignore or forget the saying that “ the 
thought is parent of the deed’’ they would be far 
readier to join with others at our meetings for the dis- 
cussion of subjects of mutual interest, The most 
regular attenders are the first to admit the great benefit 
they derive by the reciprocal interchange of thought 
and observation at these discussions. By the action of 
one mind upon another the whole mental vision becomes 
enlarged and corrected, new trains of thought are en- 
gendered and set in motion, the ultimate influence of 
of which it isimpossible to estimate, After all, what 
nobler work can anyone perform than the propagation 
of new thoughts ; whatever incidents may subseyuently 
occur the beginning must always remain the most 
notable. : 

Tue Recent Evection, 

However, while many members still remain apathetic. 
a large majority are becoming alive to the sense of their 
duty. The multiplication of these societies and their 
rapidly increasing membership afford remarkable and 
convincing evidence of the widely extending interest 
now being taken by what may be termed the rank and 
file of the profession in all matters which affect it, 
Members are fast awakening to 'the fact that each indi- 
vidual has an interest at stake, and the voting at the 
last election very plainly indicates that the general body 
of the members mean to be the judges of what they deem 
necessary for its well being. Not only were a larger 
number of votes recorded than usual, but they were given 
in such a markedly significant manner ss to impress 
every one who has seen them. 

On a matter of principle several of the most ead 
and best men of the profession have been turned off the 
Council, and replaced by new and eomgen speak- 
ing unknown members, aud that too by such over- 
wheliming majorities as were never dreamt of; an 
average of 813 votes being recorded for the six newl 
elected candidates against 345 for the five rejecte 
Significant as these figures are, they would have been in 


ed 
ct 
r 


612 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Fune 6, 1891 


all probability still more marked but for the personal 
popularity and esteem in which the defeated candidates 
are universally held. At any rate we know the per- 
sonal question swayed many of our votes in the Mid- 
lands, and probably its effect was similarin other 
districts. 

After this vote we trust the Council will see their way 
to fallin with the general wish and give effect to the 
mandate so clearly given. It is when the reasonable 
- and practicable are refused that men demand the un- 
reasonable and the impracticable. Happily our leaders 
are far seeing men, and will be the very first to ac- 
curately estimate this remarkable expression of opinion 
and its probable ultimate effect. If they are the wise 
men we take them for—men who possess the divine 
right of leadership in possessing superior wisdom—their 
efforts instead of trying to stem the following tide will 
be devoted to guiding it aright. But in whatever direc- 
tion their energies may be cast, and on whatever points 
they may differ from the body of the profession, we are 
certain they will be influenced by no mean or personal 
view, on the contrary, we know they will be guided by 
that purity of motive, that honesty of intention and 
singleness of — they have shown in their endeavour 
to promote the true welfare of the profession in the 

t. 

“* most addresses I have read or listened to, those dealing 
with general subjects, of whatever moment or interest, 
have seemed to me more or less unprofitable compared 
with those dealing with specific subjects upon which the 
speaker possessed some special knowledge, the result of 
his own study. The attractions of a specific over a 
general subject are to me very great, and it was some- 
time before I could decide upon following the lines laid 
down by previous presidents. But a lecture by such an 
eminent authority as Dr. Fleming upon a specific 
scientific subject will no doubt replete the mental appe- 
tite of even the most exacting. Putting my own pre- 
deliction on one side I have decided in favour of prece- 
dent, and will simply treat of matters which may be 
deemed of general interest to the profession. There 
are many subjects I should have liked to touch upon-— 
the result of the recent investigation into the efficacy of 
Koch’s tuberculin ; the prevention and extermination of 
the various specific infections and contagious diseases ; 
the working and effect of the recent Pleuro-pneumonia 
Act; or the necessity for Veterinary Surgeons being 
officially recognised by Act of Parliament in conjunction 
with Medical cfficers as Inspectors of Meat. Uponthese 
and other subjects of absorbing interest I should have 
been glad of an opportunity of saying a word or two. 
But at the present moment a few remarks upon the 
proposed new Charter will no doubt be more acceptable 
to you than any other. 


Tue New CHARTER. 


We will at once premise it is no longer in doubt 
whether we shall have a new Charter—that is agreed to 


by all, and the question has now become what shall the” 


new charter contain? Now is the time for discussing 
this, and it is only by members stating clearly and ex- 
plicitly their views that the Council can recognise the 
wishes and desires of the profession on the various 
points at issue. 

Sometime ago the Council appointed a Sub-Committee 
to specially consider the matter, and it submitted 
recommendations which however are still under con- 
sideration. Nevertheless it will be no breach of confi- 
dence to say that in addition to the three questions 
which have been so prominently before the profession, an 
endeavour will be made to include in any new charter, 
a pupilage clause, and provide fora Registration Feeand 


the election of Fellows other than by examination. 
With reference to the first of the three questions, viz. 


the constitution of the Council, it is now unanimously 
conceded “that every member of the College shall be 
eligible to be elected as a member of Council.” This is 
a mark of justice all will appreciate, and by its conces- 
sion a right is restored and a grievance removed. 

The settlement of the second question, viz. the elec- 
tion of Vice-presidents will probably also be in 
ment with the general wish, and will result in the Presi- 
dent and Vice-presidents being selected from the elected 
members of Council. 

In re-arranging the method of election for Vice- 
presidents it may not be amiss to consider the custom 
adopted by other corporate bodies. Municipal and 
other Corporations select their Aldermen from among 
their Councilmen in a precisely similar manner to that 
now suggested for the election of our Vice-presidents, 
but to the honour of election as Alderman is added the 
privilege of an extended period of service, the time for 
which an Alderman is elected being usually at least twice 
as long as that for a Councilman. The advisability of 
following precedent in this respect is certainly worth 
consideration. Such a plan would provide for that 
stability of the Board and continuity in its administra- 
tion which is requisite for good government, and it 
would ensure that the Vice-presidents were the most ex- 
perienced men in Council in place of the least ex- 
perienced, as at present ; and this would establish the 
position as a higher post of honour than Councilman as 
it was meant to be and ought to be, instead of a lower 
one as it undoubtedly is with the existing arrangements 
under which it is usually looked ‘upon, either as a step- 
ping stone to the Council Board or an asylum of refuge 
for defeated candidates. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Having accepted two out of the three reforms so 
prominently put forward, I regret the Council have not 
also been able to see their way to accept the principle so 
strongly urged for in the remaining one, viz. that invol- 
ved in the abolition of the dual appointment. With 
the majority the feeling against the principle of the 
dual appoinment is second only to that against the 9th 
Clause, while with the minority the feeling is equally 
strong against any interference with existing arrange- 
ments. At present these opposite opinions are so 
strongly held or keenly contested by their various ad- 
herents as to give rise to impression that it is round this 
question the keenest controversy is destined to wage, 
and as each side appears convinced of the justice of their 
case it looks as if it will be fought out to the bitter end 
—a solution of the difficulty much to be deplored, and 
which will inevitably seriously retard, if it does not 
jeopardise the New Charter. 

The chief reasons for advocating the abrogation of the 
dual appointment are based solely and purely on grounds 
of principle. The members of vestries, municipalities 
and other corporate bodies are interdicted from any dual 
capacity involving the receipt of fee, salary or honor- 
arium. But with us the great question is not one of 
fees—it is one of office. We know that matters have 
arisen as they probably again will arise affecting the ex- 
aminers, we had an example of it the other day, and yet 
when such matters come up for investigation, those im- 
plicated may adjudicate on their own case. Now while 
this holds good, no matter how fairly and justly a con- 
clusion may be arrived at, nothing can save it from 1n- 
sinuations or give it a stamp of absolute impartiality— 
yet this position with all it involves does not even 
protect the examiners themselves from being the suf- 
ferers, as was only too clearly evidenced in a case the 
other day. It has been said that to abrogate the dual 
appointment would be to impose an indignity on the 
Council. It surely cannot be an indignity to protect 
them from unjust insinuations and to place them in pre- 
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* eisely the same position to the examining board as the| If the Army examiners can find the time, and wa 

teachers! The only real and valid argument I have | and means to "coonghls test the cau:didates, is it ee 

heard in favour of the retention of the dual appoint- | much to ask that the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 

ment is the one that the very best men should be got | geons and its board of examiners shall do so also? If 

from whatever source. This seems unanswerable at | greater facilities be required by all means let us have 

first sight, but as we have already excluded the tea- | them—extend the time if need be, and provide what- 

chers and the whole body of members it loses all the | ever is deemed necessary or essential, but do not let us 

weight it ever possessed, and to leave members of council | descend to the pitiful spectacle of substituting an utterly 

and the examining board open to the insinuation that | unreliable certificate for a real and searching examina- 

their position is hable to bias their action would be a | tion. Let us face the thing boldly, and allow the students 

deplorable error, = to acquire their practice in the way they find best. If 
An examinership, with the sole exception of the presi- | one should choose to spend a year or two on some farm 

dency, is the very highest honour we can confer, and | acquiring as thorough a knowledge of the habits of our , 

the position ought to be so fortified about as to guard it | domestic animals as he can,and becoming conversant with 

against the possibility even of being open to aspersions | their appearance in health and disease, is he to be 

from any quarter. But while the dual appointment | classed with some town bred lad direct from school or 


remains in force it will be impossible to so safe-| office? The latter even after his twelve months 
guard it. devotion to dispensing some few stereotyped  re- 
UPILAGE, 


medies, varied by seeing a lame case or giving a ball, 
We now come to the pupilage question. It is sug- | will not be nearly so well equipped jfor commencing a 
gested that before a student obtains his diploma he shall | systematic study of his profession as his compeer direct 
be obliged to furnish a certificate proving that he has | from the farm. If you go to the men who have im- 
undergone twelve months pupilage with a duly recog- | measurably :the greatest experience on this question, 
nised practitioner. Now gentlemen, this pupilage | viz., the principals of the schools, they will tell you the 
question is one — which I know many of you feel | so-called practical men are not unfrequently eminently 
very strongly. ou believe that many of the newly 


disappointing ; while the men who have not “ seen prac- 
fledged graduates do not possess an adequate knowledge | tice’? frequently prove themselves among the very best 
of the practical details of their profession, therefore | students. | When the former think they know, and pre- 
your desire to provide a cure for the evil is a very | sume upon their supposed knowledge, and the latter are 
natural and commendable one. As, it is generally as- | conscious of their ignorance and endeavour to remedy 
serted that a knowledge of practice cannot be obtained | it, the ultimate issue is not often in doubt, It was 
at college but must be learned with the general practi- | certainly the case in my time at college, and subsequent 
tioner, it is perhaps not unnatural you should look for | events have not belied the promise then evidenced. 
the remedy in compulsory pupilage. But that compulsory | Man after man I can name who have established them- 
pupilage would form the all-powerful panacea so confid- | selves as first-class practitioners and are already recog: 
dently predicted for it in some quarters, there is not the | nised as being right in the front rank of the profession, 
smallest particle of proof to show ; on the contrary, we | yet they served no ,pupilage. But, gentlemen, let me 
have recently been furnished with particularly convince- | ask you is this so-called lack of practical knowledge the 
ing evidence that to accept a pupilage as in any sense a | real evil under which we are groaning ? Personally 
guarantee of the possession of practical knowledge on | I do not think so. I will admit that a number of men 
the part of a candidate would be too utterly ridiculous | leave college with an imperfect practical knowledge, but 
to be seriously entertained for one momeut. Bear in | if they are thoroughly grounded in the principles, any 
mind-I do not say, and have not the least desire to say, | little defect in practice is very soon remedied. I have 
one single word against pupilage in itself. Any veteri- only to look round this room to feel gts 2 con- 
nary aspirant who serves a term of pupilage with an in- | vinced we are not languishing from any want of prac- 
telligent practitioner in general practice may, and | tical knowledge—although this society numbers 100 
robably will, receive inestimable benefit, but the bare members I do not believe there is an un gen man 
fact that a youth has been twelve months with some | amongst you. How can you possibly ver - 1erwise 
veterinary surgeon, is, in itself, not one iota of proof | since you are continually seeing practice an pee gr 
that he knows anything whatever, either practical or | more practical every day. — “0 os we we not fee 
theoretical. 1t is by examination and by that alone | any misgiving about practical knowle ige 80 a pe - 
that you can certify his knowledge. Look for a moment | can muster an ever renewing array : eae i : = 
at the deplorable spectacle so graphically described in a like this before me. — Now, if you pie - y i’ . 
letter to the council by Mr. Lambert, the chief veteri- | tell you what I consider has been and sti ms oe 
nary surgeon to the Army, and vouched for by Mr. | point in our profession, although it Pe dels pone pn, | 
Walters, a member of your board of examiners. ° Last | beng remedied, and that is a rere Ne wi * LS u 
December ten candidates presented themselves for the | scientific men, A real scientist : to 1 his _~ 
entrance examination to the Army, of these only two | among 
ofession 
were. rajpoted, and scoording to | of scientific men and the thinking world in 
bert “the practical ignorance displayed wa 1 be estimated. All honour to the 
lorable—almost incredible” yet “these candidates | general than can well be e 4 incslecieiiie 
been pupils of veterinary surgeons in private prac- few who have spent time, and meets We Peover: 9 
tice”? Remember gentlemen, on such high authority devotion and abour 
you have evidence of in¢redible and deplurable ignor- knowledge with admiration Veterinary Surgeons that 
ance of practice in 80 per cent. of the who re hes talent 
ilage ; : mnin 
femeiieted to institute twelve months’ compulsory | ped there, but have left no stone un _ pb peice 
eedless to say the Army examiners | profession along with them, we 
did hy i nd ity of these candi- | thing more than gratitude. It cannot be ~y y 
not detect the capacity or incapacity il aed. it scientific men we have a dearth of, 
dates by the presence or absence of a term of pupilage.| emphasised, i 1s d th ner this is clearly 
They adopted the only just, sensible, and practical | not tho better it will be. 
method of thoroughly testing whether the candidates —— Tetuen to the pupilage question, I find the 


did know or did not know their business. 
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recommendation is that the pupilage be with “a duly 
recognised practitioner,’ whatever that may mean. 
Does it suggest that there are men who are unfit to 
be trusted with pupils? If you allow that, it follows 
that some scheme of selection is necessary. If so, 
what will be the qualifying and what the disqualify- 
ing attributes for the selection? The whole thing is 
really too absurd, and I cannot believe members will 


. ever allow the institution of any such invidious com- 


parison. But grant its introduction where are the 
men who dare accept the responsibility and the con- 
sequences involved in drawing any such distinction. 


ANNUAL REGISTRATION. 


We come next to consider the suggestion that an An- 
nual Registration Fee be introduced. If with this a 
Circulating Library could be set in motion I should hearti- 
ly welcome the innovation. At present the only libraries 
that seem of use are those at the schools, and they are 
naturally reserved for the use of teachers and students ; 
and,so far as I know, the ordinary practitioner has no 
means of obtaining a perusal of many books which ought 
to be within his reach. No doubt there is a library at 
the College, but to the provincial practitioner it is to all 
intents and purposes a dead letter. If it is intended to 
supply a want of this kind every one will heartily welcome 
the Registration Fee, but unless there be some apparent 
benefit to follow, few will appreciate its introduction. 


FELLOWSHIP WITHOUT EXAMINATION. 


The next suggestion for consideration is that there be 
Fellowships by election other than by examination. With 
certain restrictions and proper safe-guards I am decidedly 
in favour of this innovation. But it must be very care- 
fully guarded and reserved for those who have done some 
real work for the advancement of veterinary science. 


CHANGE OF TITLE oF R.C.V.S. 


Another recommendation is that an effort should be 
made to change the designation of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to that of the Royal Veterinary 
University. If there is the smallest possible chance that 
the title University can be secured for our College I trust 
the profession will unite as one unanimous whole for its 
promotion, and that individually every single member 
will do his very utmost to further it, unhesitatingly em- 
ployingall the influence he can command in the endeavour 
to bring about such a desirable consummation. Although 
itiscertain that very many would Le sorry to Lid good-bye 
to the old name around which many lasting associations 
having gradually been collecting, and would part with it 
with much regret, yet I believe even those most attached 
to the name will view the contemplated change with ap- 
probation. Everyone of you must have experienced the 
undesirable confusion which exists in the public mind at 

resent. Barely anyone outside our own Membership 

nows that any difference exists between the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and the Royal Veterinary 
College. These names being so alike it is difficult for the 

ublic to appreciate the difference between the body 

orporate and the teaching school; and as the latter 
suffers nothing from the confusion and has every claim 
to its name by right of priority, it would be quite futile 
and equally absurd to expect that institution to change 
its designation simply because it is erroneously credited 
in the public mind with many of the doings and functions 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. We are 
all agreed that some real effort should be made to remove 
this existing anomaly, and that whatever is to be done 
must proceed from us. If the name is to be changed no 
better designation could possibly be suggested than that 
recommended, viz: The Royal Veterinary University. 
In some quarters the name of University is deemed too 
high for attainment, and cold water has been thrown on 
the scheme for fear of the effects of the ridicule to be 


evoked by entertaining such ambitious ideas. Notwith- 
standing this fear of ridicule I would ask you one and all 
to unite in a strenous effort to obtain such an estimable 
object. If we are successful they can laugh who win, if 
we are unsuccessful they can laugh who may, we will not 
be one penny the worse, and no one will think any the 
less of us for our ambition. 


Mr. Buakeway said it was the custom to make no 
remarks upon the inaugural address of the President, 
but there was so much important matter in the address 
they had just heard that he did not think they would 
be doing wrong in asking the President to allow it to be 
published in their journals. The subject treated in the 
address were subjects on which they felt most acutely, 
and the way in which he had handled them must be 
most satisfactory even to apponenis. (Applause.) 

The PrestpEnT said he had no objection to the publi- 
cation of anything in his address. He could not but 
take it as a compliment that they should desire it to 
appear. 

A paper on “Infectious Pneumonia in Horses” was 
then read by Dr. Fleming. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ALLEGED STARVATION OF HORSES. 
Tue RS.P.C.A., v. E. J. 
(Concluded from page 581.) 


Professor W. Williams, sworn said I am a Fellow of 
the R.C.V.S., and a late President. I have had experi- 
ence of Sarcoptic Mange. It is difficult to cure owing 
to the parasite burrowing into the skin. This burrowing 
sets up irritation, and as the excreta, of the parasite is 
absorbed a kind of blood-poisoning is set up which may 
lead to emaciation, debility and death. I have always 
found horses suffering from this disease more or less 
emaciated and those that died very much so. I consider 
the remedies applied by Mr. Sewell were proper. I should 
expect the colour of the intestines in a horse starved to 
death to be pale and not, as stated, slate-coloured. Ani- 
mals which had the quantity of food stated would not 
die of starvation. The continued restlessness night and 
day causes horses to go off their feed. I have known 
horses to go off their feed for days, then eat, and shortly 
afterwards die. Old horses suffer more than young ones. 
I should expect to find a-horse suffering from mange 
from November 29th to January 7th low in condition. 
It is better to treat horses suffering from mange without 
rugs than with them. A weak horse that refuses to stand 
in slings should be let down ; when down if he struggles 
he will cause sores upon his body, however good a bed is 
allowed. Feeding off the ground is natural to a horse 
and certainly not an act of cruelty. It is not possible to 
allay the irritation set up by sarcoptic mange in twenty- 
four hours. 

Cross-examined :—In properly treated cases sume die. In 
the cases recorded in my book some died; they were not 
neglected, they were in their own stable. (Professor 
Williams read an extract from his“ Principlesand Practice 
of Veterinary Surgery, page 639, third edition.’”’) The 
dermatodectic is the most common form of mange and 
until 1872, I had not seen the sarcoptic. The acari can 
be killed in a very short time—about half an hour—but 
the eggs are left. To a great extent the irritation ceases 
as soon as the acari are killed, therefore the irritation 
can be allayed almost at once if an animal is only pro- 

erly treated. The irritation of the skin remains for 24 
cane although the parasite is dead, as an acrid deposit 1s 
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left in the skin. Exhausting influences are favourable to 
the spread and increase of the disease and to the termina- 
tion of it. If witnesses have said that when animals were 
properly fed and treated they would never have got into 
this state of emaciation, I am afraid they have never seen 
Sarcoptic Mange. I have treated the disease personally 
but have never had them so bad as to die. Allowing 
horses to feed off the ground is perhaps slovenly stable 
management, but it is not cruelty. I do not agree with 
the statement in FitzWygram’s “ Horses and Stables” 
that the treatment of mange is very simple. When 1 
say that horses go off their feed from this disease I do 
not mean that they are reduced to such a state of debility 
as to be too weak to feed. The loss of appetite would 
precede the debility. I have seen a horse reduced to 
emaciation by sarcoptic mange without any complication. 
Every attention was paid toit. I attribute the emacia- 
tion to the absorption of the virus of the excreta of the 
parasite. I think warmth and rest ate necessary to treat- 
ment. Although rugs are generally not advisable during 
treatment I should use them if the stable was very cold 
and badly built. Neglect of this would aggravate the 
disease. Increased appetite is not asymptom. A horse 
may eat more savagely but he will not eat more. I do 
not agree with those who say horses with mange should be 
fed all day. 

Re-examined by Mr. Dutton :—A stable full of horses 
would raise the temperature and might make it too hot. 
Horses under the irritation of mange bite anything, and 
I am not surprised at their destroying their mangers. 

By the Magistrate :—I have not seen much sarcuptic 
mange—several cases. Witness was asked to indicate 
any portion of his works where the theory of the effects 
of the parasites’ excreta was referred to, but failed to do 


80. 

By Mr. Colam :-—I formed the theory as to blood- 
poisoning by excreta many years ago. It acts by ab- 
sorption through the lymphatics. Books are not perfect 
and it is an omission of mine not to have referred to it. 

Ross Sterling sworn said: [ was employed by Mr. 
Sewell in January and February. I attended to the 
horses when they first came. They were very dirty, and 
the hair came off in patches. Their skins were too 
tender for the currycomb. I fed them on Mr. Sewell’s 
instructions. I gave in the morning half a gallon of oats, 
half a gallon of bran and a sieve full of chaff; the same 
at dinner time and the same at night. This feeding con- 
tinued for ten or twelve days. Then I was told to knock 
off the mid-day corn and give instead hay twice a day. 
About a week before the end I was ordered to give an 
extra daily feed of corn, as the horses wouid soon be 
wanted for work. Each horse was bedded down with 
straw every night, but during the day the bedding was 
swept up into a heap. All the food delivered was given 
to the horses, nobody stole any. 

Cross-examined :—I told the officers when they came 
to the stable what I have said to-day. I did not say 
“I wish the damned things would die. I give them all 
I am told but it is not enough.’”’ The horses were treated 
just the same when Mr. Sewell was ill as when he came 
to the stables. It is not true that witnesses found the 
horses in the filthy state described. ; 

George Fleming sworn said :—I have been in the pro- 
fession since 1855. I am a late President of the 

R.C.V.S., I have been for many years an Examiner and 
member of Council. I am also an honorary member of 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals. I have had experience of sarcoptic mange 1" 
many parts of the world. In the Crimea the disease was 
very prevalent and fatal. It causes great irritation, loss 
of condition, and debility, and eventually death if not 
cured. I have personally known horses die of it in the 
Crimea, some in the summer but the mortality was 
greater in the winter. Horses died from its effects with 


food in their stomachs and plenty before them. The 
long coats of horses in winter make the disease more 
difficult to cure, and conceal its commencement. Even 
when the parasite has been killed I have known horses 
in an advanced stage die. It is impossible to recover a 
horse after a certain stage. If the disease is not very 
quickly cured horses lose condition rapidly from the in- 
tense irritation and the poison thrown out by the parasite. 
It is not advisable to clothe horses suffering from mange. 
The lower the temperature of a stable the better, for the 
parasite does not then breed so fast. About fifty degrees is 
the best temperature for a stable. Horses suffering from 
mange and being idle in a stable should have fewer oats 
and more hay. Bran is a proper food as it is laxative 
and easily digested. I am not surprised to hear that a 
horse that had suffered from mange from November 20th 
to January 17th should be entirely denuded of hair, 
Starvation does not remove the hair. 1 am _ not 
surprised that the horse that died had no fat 
externally or internally. I should expect the 
intestines and membranes to be pallid; certainly 
not slate-coloured—such colour points to conges- 
tion or some poison. I saw six of the horses at Feltham 
Mews on Feb. 16th, four were in fair condition and two 
rather thin. At Crescent Mews I saw a bay mare in 
slings. She was in bad condition, very old and de- 
bilitated, apparently suffering from the effects of mange. 
I afterwards went to the stables of the Stores and saw 
seven horses, They had all had mange but were cured, 
Two were thin, five were in working condition, It is im- 
possible that the horses I saw could have been in the 
condition described by some of the witnesses only a short 
time before. It takes two or three months to get horses 
in condition after a bad attack ofmange. A horse suffer- 
ing from that disease would not require more food than 
in ordinary circumstances if the disease were promptly 
and properly treated. The stables were quite good 
enough to put mangy horses in, It is most difficult to 
keep such stables clean. The horses have to be frequeatiy 
dressed and washed which makes the place wet and 
sloppy. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Colam :—I can say most de- 
cidedly these horses had sarcoptic mange as distinguished 
from the ordinary. I did not use a microscope, and 
although all were cured [ could undoubtedly tell they 
hid had sarcoptic mange. Ten days is insufficient time to 
recover from a low condition. The fatal cases | referred 
t» occurred in the Crimea but I have had cases under 
my observation in England. The theory of blood- 
poisoning by mange is a recent discovery, I have known 
it seven or eight years. I allow that if ahorse is properly 
treated in time it should not get into a state of emacia- 
tion. Warmth is favourable to the spread of the disease. 
In the Crimea the constant exposure interfered with 
the health. 

J. P. Walter sworn said:—I am assistant to Mr, 
Sewell. I remember these horses coming. They were 
in bad condition and some showing great loss of hair, [ 
carried out Mr. Sewell’s orders as to treatment, and 
generally superintended. Mr. Sewell was laid up ill 
from January 28th till February 3rd, during which time 
[ carried out his instructions and reported to him, 

Cross-examined :—I am not a veterinary surgeon. 

J. H. Hunter said: am a surveyor. On March 31st 
I made a survey of these stables. At Crescent Mews | 
found accommodation for eight horses; each stall was 
brick-paved, the ventilation is sufficient, the drainage is 
good. At Feltham Mews the ventilation is good, the 
floor in fair condition and the drainage good, 

James Penberthy said:—I am a Fellew of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and Professor of Surgery 
at the Royal Veterinary College. On February 18th I 
examined twelve horses at the stables of the Stores, { 


saw no evidence of starvation; but all presented traces 
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of having suffered from mange. I have experience of 
sarcoptic mange. It is a difficult disease to cure, and if 
of any duration causes emaciation. I do not agree that 
horses with this disease should get fat, or that it is possi- 
ble to allay the irritation in twenty-four hours. The 
effect of the parasite and the effect of the remedial 
dressing are both debilitating. 

Donald Gregory said I am a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. I have been veterinary 
surgeon to North Metropolitan Tramways for nine years, 
end have over 3,000 horses under my charge. I have 
personal experience of sarcoptic mange in stables both in 
summer and winter. Horses so affected rapidly lose 
flesh, and if not properly and vigorously treated waste 
away and die. I have known this result in spite of good 
feeding, and every care and attention. A dark slatey 


colour of the intestines as shown by a post-mortem would | g 


not, in my opinion, indicate poverty, but blood- 
poisoning or congestion from some cause. In a case of 
starvation I should expect them to be extremely pallid. 
I do not clothe mangy horses during treatment. The 
appetite is capricious, sometimes ravenous. In a bad 
attack I have seen horses from good condltion come 
down to emaciation. Old horses suffer worst, and are 
more difficult to cure. 

F. G. Sampson said I am a Member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and veterinary inspec- 
tor for Mitcham and Croydon. I have experience of 
sarcoptic mange, and I agree with the last two witnesses 
as to the consequences of the disease. I think Mr. 
Sewell’s treatment was correct, and the food alleged to 
have been given sufficient. I have known horses 
suffering from this disease die from its effects. No 
matter -how well you may feed a horse and study his 
comfort he will, as a rule, lose condition. 

A. J. Sewell said I am a Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and at present veterinary sur- 
geon to the Queen and Prince of Wales. Although at 
present principally devoted to dogs I have great ex- 
perience of horses. The defendant is my brother. My 
brother was very ill from January 27th to February 7th, 
and I called daily at his house to see if I could do 
anything for him. He was satisfied with his sssistant 
Mr. Walters, and I did not go to see the horses. On 
February 6th I learned of the visit of the Society’s 
officers, aud I then visited the stables, examined the 
horses, and made notes. I found each horse properly 
tied up, the stables dry, and clean litter in each stall. 
I examined the forage,and found it very superior. I 


_ agree with what the last witnesses have said as to sar- 


coptic mange. I advised my brother to call in other 
veterinary surgeons to examine the horses. 

William Hunting said I am a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. I have heard the evi- 
dence given this morning, and in the main I agree with 
it. I saw these horses on February 6th, and saw nothing 
to — of in the ventilation, or drainage, or struc- 
ture of either stable. Bedding was plentiful, and the 
forage was plentiful and of Tent sabe quality. The 
seven horses at Feltham Mews had all had mange, two 
were thin, two were fat, and the other three were fit for 
work. Mr. Sewell was with me, and was very indignant. 
I advised him not to trouble as I felt sure when the 
Society sent its veterinary surgeon down their report 
would be satisfactory. 1 saw a horse in slings at 
Crescent Mews, it was standing quietly, and showed no 
symptoms to suggest it would have fallen had the slings 
been removed. On February 11th I went with defen- 
dant to the Stores, and there saw seven more horses 
that had been treated, and returned cured. Two were in 
eZ condition, and fit for work. There were then fit 

or work, and two others not in such good condition, but 
fit for exercise. In my opinion it is quite uutrue to say 
these horses were all more or less emaciated; and in a 
i condition, 


Cross-examined :—Horses suffering from mange re- 
quire more food. In some cases you may give them as 
much as you like, and they will lose condition. I could 
not at the date of my examination say whether the 
horses had suffered from sarcoptic or dermatodectic 
mange. I have known horses die of mange. This win- 
ter has been the coldest in my memory, and horses 
denuded of hair have suffered accordingly. 

Richard Glover, M.R.C.V.S., said :—I have had much 
experience of mange, and I agree with the witnesses 
who have given evidence this morning. I saw the horses 
on February 6th, they were bedded down for the night, 
and there was nothing to be complained of in the stables 
The horses that had had the disease badly were in bad 
condition, and those which had not had it so badly were 
in fair condition. I saw the food, it was all distinctly 
Frederick Spencer said :—I am a veterinary surgeon 
practising at Wragley in Lincolnshire. In 1885 I 
attended an outbreak of sarcoptic mange, and four 
horses died. They had no other disease, and I believe 
were well cared for. In another outbreak I saw sixteen 
horses affected, none died, but they all lost flesh rapidly. 
and three of them became greatly emaciated and 
debilitated. I am a stranger to Mr. Sewell. 

Cross-examined :—In my first cases the horses had 
been affected for some time, and been kept at work. 

A number of other witnesses were called who spoke to 
the general care taken, the state of the stables, and the 
feeding of the horses; and the Court adjourned, after 
Mr. De Rutzen had said he would once more look over 
some points in the evidence, and give judgment on the 
following Friday. 

On May 8th, Mr. de Rutzen in giving judgment said, 
‘he charges against Mr. Sewell are—Ist,that he put these 
horses into a stable which was utterly unfit for use, 2ud, 
that they were kept in a filthy condition, 3rd, that they 
were kept so short of food that one, at least, died from 
starvation, and the rest were reduced to an emaciated 
condition. Now, as to the first point, I may say the 
stables were certainly not good, but I have little doubt 
they were as good as could possibly have been got under 
the circumstances, and considering the nature of the 
disease from which the horses suffered. As to the second 
point—there is some evidence to show that at one time 
the places were in a dirty and filthy condition, but there 
is no evidence to contradict what has been proved—that 
the horses were regularly bedded down at night, and 
that the stables were cleaned out once or twice a day. 
I am quite clear that as a question of cruelty there is 
not sufficient evidence for me to say there was such in- 
attention and neglect as to justify me in convicting. 
As to the next point, and that is the real question— 
was one horse killed by starvation and the others re- 
duced to a state of emaciation by want of food and 
general bad treatment ; or was the horse’s death and the 
falling off in condition of other animals due to the 
nature of the disease? This is the crucial question, 
and with reference to the food supply it has been 
proved by evidence which is not at all shaken, that it 
was sufficient in quantity and good in quality. There 
have been, I believe, no less than fifteea veterinary sur 
geons examined, eight on one side and seven on the 
other—among them some of the most able men 10 the 
profession. Eight say the state of the horses was pe 
partially to neglect and partially to want of food an 
bad treatment; the other seven have sworn that the 
animals were reduced to the state in which they were 
found entirely by the disease. Under these circum: 
stances it is perfectly impossible for me to come to 
conclusion, and I must give the benefit of the doubt 
the defendant. Under these circumstances the sum- 
mons will be dismissed. I have come to the conclusion 
not to grant costs. 
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IMPORTANT HORSE CAUSE. 
Court oF QuEEN’s BENcH. 
(Before Mr. Justice Denman and a Special Jury.) 


Gorpon v. SHEATHER. 


This was an action lasting three days, commencing on 
April 30th, to recover damages for injury sustained 
owing to the alleged negligence of the defendant as a 
veterinary surgeon. In May, 1890, the plaintiff heard 
that Mr. Sheward, a hoise dealer, had a mars for sale, 
and asked a friend, Mr. Frisby, to go and look at the 
mare for him. The plaintiff agreed to purchase the 
mare for £450, subject to a veterinary surgeon’s exami- 
nation ; he also told Mr. Frisby that he wished the ex- 
amination to be by the defendant. On May 9th, in 
answer to a verbal communication from Mr. Sheward to 
the defendant’s wife, the defendant went to examine the 
mare, and gave the following certificate :—“I certify 
attending this day at Mr. Sheward’s, Park-street, and 
examining for Henry Frisby, Esq.,a bay mare (star 
snip, four white pasterns, highest off hind, and saddle- 


mark). Jn my opinion, she is about eight years old, 
and sound.” Mr. Sheward paid him one guinea for the 
examinztion. On the same day a cheque for £1 1s, 


was sent by Mr. Frisby to defendant, the letter contain- 
ing the cheque saying, “ For examining a horse for me,” 
and the defendant returned Mr. Sheward one guinea, 
The plaintiff gave Mr. Frisby a cheque for £451 1s., 
which was the price of the mare. Mi. Frisby paid for 
the mare, and on May 10th she was sent to plaintifi’s 
stables. On the same day a groom put her in a trap 
aud drove her out. The mare appeared to go short as 
ifnot sound. A veterinary surgeon, Mr. Hunting ex- 
amined her on May 29th, and certified she was unsound, 
being lame on the near fore-foot. The matter was put 
into the hands of the plaintiff’s solicitor, and letters 
passed between the parties. The defendant then set 
up that he was acting for Mr. Sheward, and was asked 
to make an examination of the mare, as she was going to 
be sent abroad, and that he had not examined her as 
between vendor and purchaser, Mr. Sheward represent- 
iig to him that he and Mr. Frisby were interested 
in selling the mare to a foreigner in Paris, The plain- 
tiff’s reply was that such was inconsistent with his certi- 
ficate, which stated that the mare was sound, and there- 
fore the certificate was improperly given, and the de- 
fendant was responsible. 
Mr. Lockwood having opened the plaintifi’s case, called 
Mr. Panmure Gordon the plantiff, who said he in- 
structed Mr. Frisby to examine the mare and see if she 
was suitable for a cabriolet, to have her examined by 
Mr. Sheather, the defendant, and, if sound to purchase 
her. He saw the certificate of defendant, and sent a 
cheque for £451 1s., made payable to Mr. Frisby. The 
mare had belonged to Mr. Spencer Brunton, who wanted 
400 guineas for her. He had known the mare by re- 
tae as having very fine action. In cross-examination 
e said he had sworn, in answer to interrogatories, that 
he had told Mr, Frisby to tell Mr. Sheward and the de- 
fendant that the mare was for him. 
Henry Frisby, a stockbroker, examined, said the 
plaintiff asked him to go and see the mare. When the 
plaintiff had agreed to give £450 for the mare, he said he 
wished her to be examined by the defendant. He never 
saw the defendant. He communicated with Mr. She- 
ward, Next morning Mr. Sheward handed him the de- 
fendant’s certificate. When he saw the horse tried he 
told the plaintiff that it was not a good goer, and he 
would not give the money for her. _ Cross-examined, he 
said Mr. Gordon had instructed him to say that the 
mare was not for him, but for Mr. Jefferson. He was 
a good judge of horses, and was a judge at horse-shows. 
Noticed the mare was not a good goer ; could recognise 


a lame horse if he saw one; thought this one went short 
and was a bad goer; he purchased her for his friend, 
the plaintiff. 

_ A groom in the employ of the plaintiff, examined, said 
in his opinion, the mare had never gone sound. 

William Hunting, examined, said he was a Fellow of 
the College of Veterinary Surgeons, and had practiced 
for twenty-six years. On May 29th he examined the 
mare. Her feet were misshapen, hollow in the middle, 
and blockey. He gave a certificate that her feet were 
affected, which he considered would end in navicular. 
Navicular in its earlier stages was not constant, but in- 
termittent. The objective symptoms were lameness 
when a horse first went out, and after warming to his 
work the lameness going off. It was a disease of the 
navicular bone. It might go on for weeks or months 
in its initiative stage. On January 26th, 1891, he ex- 
amined her again, and found her still lame. She was 
much better. Cross-examined; Navieular could only 
be made certain of hy post-mortem examination. It was 
ulceration of the bone. There were cases which puzzled 
veterinary surgeons very much. But for the lameness 
on May 29th he would have passed her sound, He did 
say to the defendant, “I cannot say what disease she 
has, as she has not varied for nine months,’ From 
after-knowledge he should think that she had not 
Navicular disease when the certificate was given. Did 
not remember telling the defendant that, after all, he 
thought it must be the mare’s natural action ; he would 
not swear he had not said so. 

George Williams, F.R.C.V.S., said he examined the 
mare on June 2nd, and found her slightly lame. The 
frog was bruised, which might have been caused by the 
pressure of the pads. He would not have passed her 
sound, He did not think the mare ever had Navicular. 
He thoffght she was lame from Laminitis. The pressure 
from the pads might have caused it. The mare had 
badly-shaped feet. If he saw a horse with feet such as 
this mare had it would cause him to make a more care- 
ful examination. A letter accompanied his certificate, 
attributing the lameness to the frog-pads., 

Professor James M’Queen, F.R.C.V.S., said he ex- 
amined the mare on May 31st. She was unsound, 

Professor Pritchard, examined, said he was teacher at 
the Veterinary College for tweuty years, On June 6th 
he examined the mare. She was lame in both fore- 
feet, which ‘ameness was caused by disease. She was 
suffering from Navicular, She had been lame for two 
months at least. She was unsound. He saw her again 
in January, and she was still lame. Cross-examined : 
He had known hundreds of horses that had been lame 
with Navicular without altogether breaking down, 
Might have examined the mare before and passed her 
sound ; did not recollect it; would not swear that he 
had not given her a certificate of soundness in April, 
1890, shortly before defendant had examined her. With 
his first subpona he received one guinea, with his second 
ten guineas. 

Mr. George Sheward, examined, said he was a dealer 
in horses. The defendant thoroughly examined the 
horse. He never told the defendant that he was to 
merely make a cursory examination of her to certify that 
she was free from blemish. He first bought the mare 
for £200, when she was unbroken. She was one of the 
best goers he had ever seen step. He sold her to Mr. 
Brunton for £420. Mr. Mavor examined her on that 
sale and certified her sound. He bought her back for 
£350 six weeks before he sold her to plaintiff. He drove 
her every day before the defendant examined her, She 
was one of the soundest animals that he ever possessed, 
He would give a large price for her now. 

This was the close of the plaintifi’s case. 

Mr. Jelf, Q.C., for the defendant, submitted that there 
was no case, The bargain was between Mr. Sheward 
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and the defendant, w'thout reference to Mr. Frisby. 
There was no evidence of negligence. The first ex- 
amination after the sale was on May 29th. The un- 
soundness might have arisen after May 9th. 

His Lordship said he thought it safer to leave the case 
to go to the jury. 

Mr. Jelf then called Charles Sheather, the defendant, 
who said hewas F.R.C.V.S. He had been qualified 
fourteen ‘years, and had practised in London at York 
Terrace, Regent’s Park. He saw the mare in the stall, 
then had her led out to the doorway ; examined her eyes 
and looked her over. He had her run up and down, 
slowly at first, then fast. A man was put up, and she 
was galloped up and down ten or twelve times. He 
did not take the shoes off. There was nothing to indi- 
cate the slightest unsoundness. He was tendered a 

inea, and Mr. Sheward said he would come up later 

or the certificate. Mr. Sheward said “ You must put 
Mr. Frisby’s name in it.’ He knew nothing about the 
sale that was to take place. He saw no trace of Navi- 
cular disease, incipient or pronounced, nor capped hocks. 
Her feet were in accordance with her age and breeding. 
He was suffering from family affliction when his solicitor 
wrote the letter about a cursory examination. The let- 
ter was not true; it had emanated from his solicitor’s 
office, and he had had contentions there about it. 

Mr. Mavor, examined, said he was a practising veteri- 
nary surgeon. He examined the mare in June, 1889, 
and certified her sound. He examined her again 
in May, 1890, in plaintiff’s stables, and certified her 
sound. 

Frederick Mavor, a veterinary surgeon, said he had been 
in practice forty-one years. He examined the mare on 
July 7th last, and certified her sound. He made a very 
thorough examination, which lasted three quarters of 
an hour, Cross-examined: Navicular is very pro- 
gressive, It is not intermittent. The animal is per- 
manently lame. It is not difficult to distinguish 
Laminitis from Navicular. One of the first symptoms 
of Navicular is constant resting of the foot ; a contrac- 
tion of the hoof follows. The mare’s feet were not con- 
tracted, and she did not rest them; they were wide, 
well-formed feet. 

George Fleming, said he was recently Principal Veteri- 
nary Surgeon inthe Army. In July he examined the mare 
and certified her sound. A horse with Navicular disease be- 
comes lame and remains so, From Laminitis the horse 
might recover. From what he saw on July 7th, it was most 
improbable that Laminitis existed on May 9th. It was 
impossible that Navicular disease existed then. 

Adrian Jones, veterinary surgeon to the 2nd Life 
Guards, examined, said he had examined the mare, and 
found her sound, but there was a trace of Seedy Toe, 
which was disease of the horn from Laminitis. Asa 
rule it did not cause lameness. The mare was not lame. 
Both fore-legs had slight splints. 

Edward Coleman, examined, said that on August 29th 
he examined the mare at Rickmansworth, and found her 
sound. Cross-examined: Her shoes were not taken 
off. She had capped hocks, which any man of experience 
could have seen at once. y 

James Overed, examined, said he was a veterinary 
surgeon at Finchley. He examined the mare, and de- 
tected no unsoundness in her. Cross-examined: He 
did not mention capped hocks, because they did not con- 
stitute unsoundness. If he found splints he would 
not mention them in the case of an aged horse. There 
were splints. 

Herbert Rymill, examined, said he was the proprietor 
of the Barbican Horse Repository. About 20,000 


horses passed through his hands every year. He saw 
the mare run up and down in July, 1890. The mare 
went perfect ; the best action he ever saw. Her shoes 


were taken off. Her feet had been very much neglected. 


She had been badly shod. He detected no unsoundness. 
He would have given £300 for her then. He would give 
£200 for her now. 

This closed the defendant’s evidence. 

Counsel having addressed the jury, . 

The learned Judge summed up, and left the following 
questions to the jury:—(1) Did the plaintiff through 
Frisby employ the defendant to certify to the soundness 
of the mare? (2) was the certificate given for the pur- 
pose of being shown to a person proposing to purchase 
the mare? (3) was the defendant guilty of negligence 
in giving the certificate? 

The jury, after an absence of two hours and a half, be- 
ing unable to agree, were discharged without giving 
a verdict. 

To the question whether the parties were willing to 
accept the verdict of the majority, the defendant was 
willing but the plaintiff was not. It was understood 
afterwards that the division of the jury was eleven to 
one—eleven being in favour of the defendant. 

Mr. Lockwood, Q.C., Mr. Lewis Coward, and Mr. 
Daldy were for the plaintiff; Mr. Jelf,Q.C., and Mr. 
Bullen for the defendant. 


SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
HYGIENE AND DEMOGRAPHY. 


Tue InrerNaTIoNAL Congress oF HyGigne 
Democrapny has previously been held in 
Parts, Turty, Geneva, THe Haavue, and Vienna. 

The Seventh Congress will be inaugurated, on 
Monday, August 10th, 1891, by a General Meeting in 
St. James’s Hall. H.R.H the Prince of Wales, the 
President of the Congress, will preside at the open- 
ing Meeting, and will take the Chair, at 3.30 p.m. 

The Meeting of the Sections will be held on 
August 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the room of The Royal and other Learned Societies 
at Burlington House, Piccadilly. 


Membership. 

All persons who are interested in the work 
of the Congress, are eligible to become Members 
thereof. 

Every Member will be furnished with a ticket 
of admission to the Congress on payment of 
£1 sterling. 

A complete programme will be furnished to every 
Member before the Congress, with abstracts of the 
papers to be read, and every endeavour will be 
made to issue this programme by the end of June. 


Tur Work or tHe Cone@ress is arranged in 
Sections, as under :— 


].—Preventive Mepicine. 
1]. 
or tHE Diseases or ANIMALS 
TO THOSE OF MAN. 
IV.—Hyerene or Inrancy anp CHILDHOOD. 
V.—Cuemistry AND Puysics 1n Rexation 10 
HyGIENE. 

VI.—Arcuirecture Recation To 
1n Revation To Hyciene. 
VIII.—Navat ann 
TX.—Srate Hygiene. 
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Section III is the only one we need detail in full 
to Veterinarians, and it promises to be of supreme 
interest to all of us. 


SECTION III. 


THE RELATIONS OF THE DISEASES OF ANIMALS 
TO THOSE OF MAN. 


This Section will meet in the rooms of 
the Geological Society, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly. 


LIST OF OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT. 
Str Nieet Krinescorg, K.C.B., Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Royal Veterinary College. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
Professor G. T. Brown, ©.B., Director of the Veteri- 
nary Department of the Board of Agriculture. 
Grorce Bucuanan, M.D., F.R.S., Medical Officer of the 
Local Government Board. 
E. Kuzr, M.D., F.R.S., Lecturer on Physiology at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE ;Royat CoLLEGE or VeErTERI- 
wary SuraeEons (Prof. Jas. McCatt, F.R.C.V8.) 
J. Burpon Sanpersoy, M.D., F.RS., Professor of 
Physiology, Oxford University. 


COUNCIL. 

Epwarp M.D., F.RS., Medical Department of 
the Local Government Board. 

Epear CrooxsHank, M.B., Professor of Comparative 
Pathology and Bacteriology at King’s College. 
C.B.,LL.D., F.R.C.V.S., late Principal 

of the Army Veterinary Department. 

Joun F. McFapyean, M.B., B.Sc., F.R.S.E., Lecturer 
on Anatomy and Pathological Histology, Royal 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

Suirtey F. Murruy, M.R.CS., Medical Officer of 
Health for the County of London. 

T. J. Reeves (Representing the Worshipful Company of 
Grocers). 

Frep Smita, M.R.C.V.S., F.LC., Professor of Army 
Veterinary School, Aldershot. 

CiemEent SterHenson, F.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary 
Inspector to the County Council of Northumber- 
land. 

Sir Jonn TuHorowp, Bart., Chairman of the Veteri- 
nary Committee of the Reoyal Agricultural Society 


of England. 
Gzorcze Turner, M.B., Medical, Officer of Health for 


East Hertfordshire. 
Francis Vacner, M.R.C.S., Medical officer of Health 
for Birkenhead. 
Str Jacop Witson, Governor of the Royal Veteri- 


nary College. 
SECRETARIES. 


W. Dueuw, F.R.C.V.S., Assistant Inspector of the 
Veterinary Department of the Board of Agriculture 

G. Sims Woopneap, M.D., F.R.S.E., Director of the 
Research Laboratory of the Conjoint Board of 
Royal College of Physicians and Royal College of 
Surgeons. 

Ernest Cuarxke, Secretary of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England. 


| 


PROGRAMME OF SECTION, 
Tuesday, August 1ith, 1891. 


(1.) Tue Propacation Prevention or Rasres. 


Papers by Dr. Roux, Pasteur Institute, Paris. 
» George Fleming, ©.B., LUL.D., 
F.R.C.V.S., London. 
Victor Horsley, F.R.U.S., F.R.S., 
London. 


Parasires communroaBLe To Man, 


Papers by Prof Raillet, Alfort. 
» Dr. B. Carsten, Amsterdam. 
», Prof. G. T. Brown, C.B., London. 


Wednesday, August 12th, 1891. 

(Joint sitting of Section II. (Bacteriology) and 
Section III, to consider the question of Tubereu- 
losis in all its bearings.) 

(3.) Tue Dancer OF CONSUMING THE AP- 

PARENTLY WEALTHY Meat anp MILK oF 
Tupercutous ANIMALS, 
Papers by Prof. Bang, Copenhagen. 

. J. B. McFadyean, M.B., B.Sc., 
F.R.S.E., Edinburgh, and G, 
Sims Woodhead, M.D., F.R.S.E., 
London, 


Thursday, August 13th, 1891. 
(4.) Tue Inrectrion or Foon. 
Paper by Edward Ballard, M.D., F.R.S., 
London. 
(5.) Inreorrous Upper or tur Cow IN 
RELATION TO Eptpemic Diskases IN THE 
Human Sussxcr. 
Paper by Dr. E. Klein, F.R.S., London, 


(6.) Tue Ixspecrion or MEAT REGARD TO 
THE Prevention or DrsKase, 
Paper by Fras. Vacher, M.R.C.S, Birkenhead 


Friday, August 14th, 1891. 
(7.) Tue Inrectious Diseases or ANIMALS 
MUNICABLE FROM ANIMALS TO MAN, oR 
VICE VERSA, 
Papers by Prof. E, Perroncito, Turin, 
,, Edgar Crookshank, M.B., London, 


” 


(8.) Anrurax anp irs Rexarions to WoRKERS IN 
various TRADES. 
Papers oy Prof. Chauveau, Paris. 
W. Duguid, F.R.C.V.8., London, 


(9.) Verertnary Hyorene. 
Paper by Fred. Smith, F.R.C.V.S,, F.LC., 
Aldershot. 

All communications relative to this Section should 
be addressed to Ernest Clarke, 12 Hanover Square, 


London, W. 


The Concress Ticker will shortly be issued 
and intending Members are strongly urged to obtain 
this ticket sume time before the opening of the Con- 
gress. By so doing the work of the Organising 
Committee will be greatly facilitated. ‘The Con- 


gress Ticket is not transferable, and must be signed 
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by the owner. It should be carried in the pocket, 
and must be produced when asked for, as a means 
of identification. 

Intending Members are therefore reminded that 
Congress tickets may easily be procured through the 
post by letters addressed to 20 Hanover Square, 
and containing a remittance of £1. 


CAN IT BE TRUE? 
An ApoLoey To Mr. Huntina. 


We copy the following from the Veterinary Journal 
for June. The only remark we have to make is that 
it would have come with better grace if no pressure had 
been necessary and if it had been voluntarily inserted 
three months ago. 


We published in our February number a letter from 
“ Anti-Anarchist ” headed “Can it be true?’ which 
contained grave reflections on the conduct of Mr. Wil- 
liam Hunting while presiding at the annual dinner of 
the Central Veterinary Society 1889. In our March 
number we published a letter from Mr. Hunting deny- 
ing iv toto the truth of the imputation made against him. 
In our April number we published a further letter from 
“ Anti-Anarchist ” saying that by mistake he had omit- 
ted a word in an important part of his letter, and apolo- 
gising for the mistake. Mr. Hunting has pointed out 
that “ Anti-Anarchist’s’”’ explanation and apology are 
far from satisfactory or sufficient, as there is no with- 
drawal of or apology for the remaining imputations con- 
tained in the letter, and he has called upon us to with- 
draw the whole of the imputations unreservedly, and to 
express our regret for having allowed them to be made 
in our columns. We have accordingly made inquiries, 
and have satisfied ourselves that the whole of the impu- 
tations made by “ Anti-Anarchist”’ against Mr. Hunting 
are without foundation, and that Mr. Hunting’s conduct 
at the meeting was grossly misrepresented by “ Anti- 
Anarchist.’’ We have, therefore, no hesitation in with- 
drawing the charges made against Mr. Hunting unre- 
servedly, and expressing our great regret that they 
should have been made in our columns. Mr. Hunting 
has accepted this withdrawal and apology, and has con- 
sented to abandon his action against us on payment of 
a sum of twenty-five pounds and costs to indemnify him 


. ‘against the expenses to which he has been put.— 


ROYAL DICK VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


DIsTRIBUTION OF PRIZzEs. 


_ The annual distribution of prizes in connection with 
the Royal Dick Veterinary College took place on Satur- 
day in the Council Chambers, Edinburgh. Bailie 
Turnbull, in the absence of the Lord Provost, presided, 
and said he was glad to hear from Principal Walley that 
this year greater numbers of students and greater pro- 
gress had been made than in any of the many years of 
the College’s existence—more so, because the different 
Colleges throughout the country were teaching veteri- 
nary science in a way which was progressing every year. 
Principal Walley said:—we meet, Mr. Chairman, Ladies. 
and Gentlemen, under peculiarly encouraging conditions 
at the termination of a long and arduous session to 
perform a very pleasant function, viz., to distribute, not 
prizes, but rather awards for merit. It is necessary 


that at the outset I should explain the reason for the 
increase in the number of medals as compared with 
previous years. Hitherto, the practice has been for 
each teacher to supplement the ordinary prizes by others 
of a miscellaneous character such as books; but it was 
thought that a spirit of emulation would be stimulated 
amongst the students if awards were within reach of a 
greater number, and that medals were an enduring and 
substantial form of reminding them of their friendly 
struggles with each other for supremacy. 

In reference to the progress of the College as noted by 
the Chairman,the Principal said it was certainly very 
gratifying to his colleagues and himself to find that their 
labour had borne such abundant fruit; indeed, the 
classes had increased to such an extent as to necessitate 
additions to the teaching staff. During the early part 
of the session they had had the assistance of Mr. Arthur 
Breakell, and during the latter, Mr. A. E. Mettam, both 
distinguished alumni of the College and he might say 
that there was every prospect of the latter gentleman 
becoming a permanent member of the staff. In 
looking over the pass list hereafter, friends of the Col- 
lege would probably be struck with the disparity of 
numbers in the students of the C. class as compared 
with those of the A. and B. classes. This disparity was 
partly accounted for by the progressive annual increase in 
the number of students joining the college, and'partly by 
the fact that there existed in the rules of the diploma- 
granting body a majurity rule, which precluded any 
student from entering himself for the final examina- 
tion until he had attained the age of 21. In con- 
clusion, the Principal said that while congratulating 
those who had been successful in the race he must 
offer a word of sympathy to those who had been un- 
successful, and at the same time he must warn the 
successful members of the junior classes that unless 
they continue to persevere they would probably find 
their position and that of their less fortunate class- 
mates reversed before the end of their curriculum. 


The Chairman then presented the prizes as follows :— 


Gold Medals.—Veterinary medicine and surgery—W. 
Sturdy. Cattle pathology (presented by Mr. Alexander 
Harris)—W. Sturdy. Senior anatomy—T. G. Heatley. 
Physiology—T. G. Heatley. Chemistry—Alex. Panton. 
Silver Medals (presented by Highland and Agricultural 
Society).—Junior anatomy—G. Green. Senior Anatomy— 
G. W. Sturgess and C. Hey. Physiology—G. W. Sturgess. 
Veterinary medicine and surgery—Alex. Pottie. Paisley. 
Cattle pathology—Alex. Pottie. Chemistry—J. H. White. 
Materia medica—W. Sturdy. Practical thology— 
W. Sturdy. Botany—George Green. Practical botany 
(presented by Dr. Macfarlane) - Alex. Trotter. Best col- 
lection of poisonous and medicinal plants (presented by 
Mr. J. Donald, F.R.C.V.S )—G. W. Sturgess. | Edinburgh 
Veterinary Medical Association Medals.—For the best essay 
of the session-—-W. M. Pye. For the best communication-- 
Wm. Sturdy. Certificate as secretary—W. M. Pye. Dick 
Bursary of 20 guineas for the highest proportion of marks 
obtained in the various class competitions throughout the 
curriculam—W. Sturdy. Bronze Medals.—Botany—J. D. 
Stewart. Chemistry—Joseph Harry, J. Laverty, J. 
Lazenby, and G. Green. Junior anatomy—J. D. Stewart. 
Senior anatomy—A. Macfarlane. Practical histology— 
J.D. Stewart. Practical pathology—Wm. M. Pye. Veter!- 
nary medicine and surgery—Wm. M. Pye. Physiology— 
C. R. Neale. Cattle pathology—W. M. Pye, Alex. Burn- 
field. Materia medica—W.M. Pye. Clinique —W. Sturdy. 
Practical chemistry —J. H. White. Microtome and certi- 
ficate—Presented by the Principal to W. Sturdy, as phar- 
macist for the session. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED er 
Walley, Messrs. H. Kidd, J. Smith, J. Armstrong, W. ‘- 
Johnson, ‘‘ Western Morning News.” 
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